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IN THIS ISSUE:

MY LAST

HOW’'S THE WAR ECONOMY WORKING FOR YOU?

MY LAST

After this issue, Jeanette McDermott, to whom you h  ave now been introduced,
will take over. You can expect the kind of professi ~ onalism that a real journalist
will bring to this enterprise. | consider it an ent erprise, not a task, because it is
never repetitive, always reflective of this organiz  ation’s aspirations, and it is part
of something that is always growing. | very much ap preciate the privilege you all
have afforded me. --Ed

HOW’'S THE WAR ECONOMY WORKING FOR YOU?

Ever since John Amidon, VFP Chapter 10,
Albany, NY, and his team hung that banner
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Detroit, during the U.S. Social Forum, a
movement has been growing within VFP
and is now about to assume the status of a
National Project.

Already yard signs have been developed
and are available to the chapters. Some
literature has also been posted and sent out.
But that has been but the barest beginnings
of what will become a massive effort.

Next week, at the convention , folks will
be working on the various aspects of a
challenge | believe VFP is ready for:

Taking the leadership to mount a multi-
faceted campaign to educate the clueless




to the realities of a war economy.

Vice President Leah Bolger is hard at work putting together a brace of Work Groups to address
all the issues surrounding a WAR ECONOMY and devise approaches to expand the nation’s
consciousness of what it really means in terms of lost futures for our children.

Some of us are working on model editorials and letters to the editor for distribution to the
chapters to modify and use as they see fit.

I am writing this because | believe you will all want to be a part of this. You need to be prepared
to respond when the convention is over, the Working Groups are formed and they come to you
to make it all work.

| anticipate there will be a time when close coordination amongst all the chapters will be a key
factor in getting the attention of the American people. We need to be ready; forewarned. |
suggest that if you can not make it to the convention that you read the reports coming out of that
event. Also, talk to members who did go, and get their “take”.

We will be working in coordination  with other P & J organizations. Opening and exercising
the lines of communication within our communities would be a good idea. Prepare them to get
on board.

But the front line is ours by virtue of who we are; VETERANS FOR PEACE. We have the
gravitas, the respect that comes, deservedly or not, from our service, that gives us the
opportunity to reach the unconvinced that no one else has.

We will not squander this opportunity by lashing out violently at war profiteers and their
political supporters. We will not hurt our credibility by putting ourselves on the fringes.

Instead, we will do what veterans do best; build op ~ portunity by calmly,
emphatically, credibly revealing the facts of life under a WAR ECONOMY in a
coordinated, disciplined effort that will be irresi stible.






